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We would like to thank all of you for joining 
us today! 

We would also like to thank the composers, 
volunteers, tech staff, and New York 

University for making this event happen. 
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A unique presentation of a New York City soundscape 
1 in NYU's state-of .. the-art audio facility 

. 
,. Monday July 18th, 2011 
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4:15 - 9:00pm 

Music Technology Program 
Steinhardt Education Building 
35 W4th Street, 6th Floor, NY 
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SCOTT SHERK .. "Upper East Side Soul" 
For the past several months I have been making recordings 
on 84th street between Madison and Park. There is 
something curious about the ambience of that block. I've . 
been trying to understand what it is. On this piece I began· 
carving away at the sound leaving only the most energetic 
frequencies. 
Scott Sherk is a sculptor who often. works with sound. 
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ALEKSEI STEVENS -"Standing Water: A Soundmap o~ the 
Gowanus Canal" · 

This composition is an 18-minute work in 6 movements, 
each movement a sound collage of recordings made at a 
particular location along the length of Brodklyn!s infamously 
polluted waterway. The piece reproduces the spunds of the 
Canal itself as well as those of the ships, processing plants, 
traffic, and nature that surround it. The movements are as 
follows: · 
I. Hornbeck Offshore Transportation 
II. Hamilton Avenue Drawbridge 
Ill. Downtown Complete Construction 
IV. Hudson Network Bus 
V. Carroll and Union Street Bridges 
VI. Leaking Hydrant at Degraw Street 

ANDREA WILLIAMS - "Fountain Fireworks" 
Sounds of water, energy, and movement in NYC, from East 
Village, Crown Heights, Prospect Heights, and a 90-ft grain 
silo in Red Hook. 
Andrea Williams is an artist, composer, and educator 
currently based in Oakland, CA. She enjoys using site
specific elements and perceptual cues to reveal the unseen 
connections between people and their environment. 
Listening, memory, and group collaboration are recurrent 
themes. Andrea is a founding member of the New York 
Society for Acoustic Ecology and holds an MFA in Electronic 
Music an~ Recording Media from Mills College. 
www.listenjnglistening .com 

fROGRAM NOTES 

SOFIA DEGLI ALESSANDRI- "Elevated City" 
Recorded at the Highline Park, Elevated City recreates a 
sonic walk through Part 1 and 2 of the Highline. Recorded 
over the courS'e of five hours, starting at ?am, Elevated City . 
brings attention to the sounds of nature and the city by 
juxtaposing locations recorded, and amplifying specific 
sounds that were found in the soundscape. Sofia degli 
Alessandri is an NYu· Graduate student focusing on 3D 
Audio, Acoustic Ecology and electronic composition. 

JOSEPH BARTOLOZZI .. "La Morte c 'e' vicina" was inspired 
by the movie The Chamber starring Gene Hackman who 
played the role os Sam Cahill, a southern bigot and a 
member of the Ku Klux Klan. This is a story about a man in 
the 1960's who, in attempting to blow up the office of a 
lawyer for the NAACP, unintentionally murders two children. 

: Cahill was sentenced to death in the gas chamber for this 
crime. This was a profoundly affecting movie about facing 
the consequences of one's actions and coming to grips with 
one's own death. In this work I am attempting to encapsulate 
the emotional chaos of a man in the final moments of his life. 
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. TOM BEYER .. I Created from a soundscape 
recorded on board of the 
Clearwater. 
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JOEL CHADABE - "One World 1" 
The primary concept behind One World is that we all, 
whatever the specifics of our different cultures and beliefs, 
share the same world through a common human bond. 
At the same time, it seems clear at this moment in history 
that the idea of sharing one world through a common human 
bond is a utopian goal rather than a current reality. It is one 
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of the major problems of our age that inundated with 
information, much of it disturbing, we view the world today as 
a complex, turbulent and chaotic system of different 
nationalities, religions, cultures, and politics, as if the world 
were one large crowded city overwhelmed by urban noise. 
We all face the same dilemma. How do we interact with this 
world? How do we extract humanity from the chaos to focus 
on individual lives? 
One World 1 is based on sounds from New York and New 
Delhi. The field recordings from New York were done by 
Benjamin Chadabe. The field recordings from New Delhi 
were done by Shankar Barua. One World 1 was composed 
with support from the New York State Council on the Arts. 

C.R. KASPRZYK- "W 31st and 8th" 
W 31st and 8th is a fleeting exploration of a city street corner. 
The piece explores perspective from the street itself, 
exposing the intrinsic, timbral identities of the otherwise 
recognizable sounds, yielding a surreal, hyper-real 
environment. 

RICHARD LAINHART -"Threshold" 
"Threshold" creates its soundscape through a process called 
cross-filtering, which runs on the Kyma System. In cross
filtering , the tonal characteristics of one sound, called the 
impulse response, are imposed on another, called the 
source, so that the end result is a sound that contains only 
the characteristics common to both. In this case, ambiences 
recorded in and around New York provide the source, and 
my live guitar performance provides the impulse response. 
Neither is heard directly, but only the result of the interaction 
between the guitarist and the environment. 

EDMUND MOONEY- "Chicago Symposium lrnprov" is a 
recording of a performance at the American Society for 
Acoustic Ecology symposium in Chicago. It involve·s field 
recordings from early July'1 0 treated and untreated as well 
as samples of a very early wax cylinder of Walt Whitman 
reading and excerpt from his poem America, run through a 

granular re-synthesis program, collaged and mixed with live 
foley. 
"Chicago Radio lmprov" is a recording of a performance 

involving treated and untreated field recordings from the New 
York City Subway system mixed live for the Radio Show 
"Something Else produced by Phillip von Zweck, also as part 
of the ASAE Symposium of last year. 
Edmund Mooney is a composer and sound artist. He is a 
founding member of the New York Society for Acoustic 
Ecology. 

ANDREA POLLI- "Atmospherics/Weather Works" 
A project for the sanification of storms (cyclones, for 
example) and other meteorological events generated directly 
from data produced by a highly detailed and physically 
accurate simulation of the weather. in collaboration with the 
meteorological scientist Glenn Van Knowe in 2000, Polli 
reproduced this historic storm which devastated New York 
City in 1991, Hurricane Bob. The resulting evocative and 
disquieting pieces reconstruct a unique event and underline 
the nature's ability to autonomously generate complex 
rhythms and melodies. 

AGNIEZSKA ROGINSKA, PAUL GELUSO, TOM BEYER, ' . 
JOEL CHADABJ:, ROBERT ROWE - "New York Big Fritz" 

New York Big :Fritz' began as the idea for a scientific 
experiment created by Agnieszka Roginska. Her idea was to 
gain knowledge of different urban environments throughout 
the world by .analyzing the sound fields in central locations 
withirtthe cities. New York was to be the starting point and 
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Times,, Square was the central location. She got together with 
Paul Geluso and worked out the technology for sound field 
recordings of Times Square at different times of day. Her 
next idea was to make four hour-long recordings and give 
them to four NYU composers Joel Chadabe, Robert 
Rowe, Tom Beyer, and Paul Geluso -to use as basic 
material for sound-field compositions. 
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Listening Room . 
5:10 PM -Weather Data Sanification (Andrea Polli) 
5:25PM- Upper East Side Soul (Scott Sherk) 
5:40PM- Chicago Symposium lmprov 

Chicago Radio lmprov (Edmund Mooney) 
6:10PM- One World 1 (Joel Chadabe) 
6:30-7:50 PM Break for Panel . 
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7:50 PM - Standing Water: Soundmap of the GowanuS' 
Canal (Aieksei Stevens) 

8:10PM- W31st and 8th (C.R. Kasprzyk) . 
8:15 PM - Clearwater Soundscape (Tom Seye.r) · 
8:35 PM- LaMorte C'e' Vicina (Joseph Bartolpzzi) 
8:45 PM -Fountain Fireworks (Andrea Williams) 

Conference Room 
6:30-7:30 PM -Panel of Speakers 
7:40 PM -Threshold (Richard Lainhart) 

Research Lab (on rotation) 
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New York Big Fritz 6pm-Midnight (Tom Beyer) 
New York Big Fritz (Paul Geluso) 
New York Big Fritz (Joel Chadabe) 
New York Big Fritz (Robert Rowe) 
Elevated City (Sofia degli Alessandri) 
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COl LABORAIORS 

EAR TO THE EARTH 

A program of Electronic Music Foundation~ Ear to the Earth is 
an annual festival and worldwide network that are based on the 
idea that listening to the sounds of the environment can 
connect us to the world with a special vibrancy and 
understanding. 

http.J/www.EarToTbeEarth.o_ra 

NEW YORK..SOC/Ef'l.OEACOU~T/k fCOI QG"l 

NYSAE is a membership organization that advocates listening 
and promotes public dialog about the urban sound 
environment. NYSAE creates and encourages new ways of 
encountering sound and provides resources and information 
on acoustic ecology. Through projects, lectures, performances, 
exhibitions, festivals , publications and broadcasts, NYSAE 
addresses historical and contemporary local, national and 
international sound issues. 0 

bttp://www.NYAcoustjcEcolo~org 

THE WORL,.D I ISTENING PRQJFCT (Wl P) 

WLP is a not-for-profit organization devoted to understanding 
the world and its natural environment, societies and cultures 
through the practices of listening and field recording. The WLP 
and Midwest Society for Acoustic Ecology started World 
Listening Day to raise the global awareness of sound and 
listening on July 18th, the birthday of R. Murray Schafer. His 
1977 book, The Soundscape: Our Sonic Environment and the 
Tuning of the World was a culminating publication about the 
research of the World SQ.Undscape_Project that provided a 
foundation for the interdisciplinary field now known as Acoustic 
Ecology. 

http://wwwow.orldli.steniogproject.grg/ 




